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INFO OCT-01 10-13 ISO-OO AID-05 CEA-01 CIAE-00 COME-OO 
EB-08 FRB-03 INR-07 NSAE-00 SP-02 STR-04 TRSE-00 
LAB-04 SIL-01 OMB-01 DODE-OO PM-04 H-01 L-03 NSC-05 
PA-01 PRS-01 SS-15 USIA-06 /098 W 

0321 13Z 000544/70 

R 031109Z MAR 77 
FM AMEMBASSY LONDON 
TO SECSTATE WASHDC 1 176 
INFO AMEMBASSY BONN 
AMEMBASSY BRUSSELS 
AMEMBASSY COPENHAGEN 
AMEMBASSY DUBLIN 
AMEMBASSY LUXEMBOURG 
AMEMBASSY PARIS 
AMEMBASSY ROME 
AMEMBASSY THE HAGUE 
USMISSION EC BRUSSELS 
USDEL MTN GENEVA 
USMISSION GENEVA 
USMISSION OECD PARIS 

LIMITED OFFICIAL USE LONDON 03575 

E.O.l 1652: N/A 
TAGS: UK, EEC 

SUBJECT: DENMAN CANDIDACY TO REPLACE HIJZEN 

REF: LONDON 1997 

1 . WE UNDERSTAND FROM GOVERNMENT SOURCE HERE THAT AGREE- 
MENT WAS ESSENTIALLY REACHED BETWEEN ROY JENKINS AND 
MEMBER STATES LAST WEEK THAT ROY DENMAN WILL REPLACE 
HIJZEN AS COMMISSION DIRECTOR GENERAL FOR EXTERNAL RELA- 
TIONS. NO DEFINITE TIMING WAS MENTIONED, BUT EXPECTA- 
TION HERE IS THAT SHIFT WILL LIKELY OCCUR DURING JENKIN'S 
LIMITED OFFICIAL USE 

LIMITED OFFICIAL USE 

PAGE 02 LONDON 03575 031123Z 

NEXT REORGANIZATIONAL SHUFFLE EXPECTED WITHIN THE NEXT 
FEW MONTHS. 

2. ASSUMING DENMAN DEPARTS FOR BRUSSELS, THIS UPSETS THE 
EXPECTED SHIFT OF DENMAN TO REPLACE PETER THORNTON AS 
PERMANENT SECRETARY AT DEPARTMENT OF TRADE WHEN THORNTON 
REACHES NORMAL RETIREMENT AGE IN AUGUST OF THIS YEAR. A 
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LIKELY CANDIDATE TO REPLACE THORNTON MIGHT BE PETER 
PRESTON, FORMER DEPUTY SECRETARY AT DOT AND CURRENTLY 
PERMANENT SECRETARY AT THE MINISTRY OF OVERSEAS DEVELOP- 
MENT. THERE IS ALREADY SOME TALK AMONG OFFICIALS THAT 
THIS WILL BE THE CASE, BUT PRESTON HAS ONLY BEEN AT ODM 
A MATTER OF MONTHS AND SUCH SHORT TENURES ARE NOT NORMAL 
AT THE SENIOR LEVELS OF THE BRITISH CIVIL SERVICE. 

SPIERS 
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